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Andrei

• 6 years 2 months old
• Diagnosis: Autism Spectrum Disorder
• Intervention:

– Full day kindergarten (self-contained classroom)
– One hour Occupational Therapy per week
– 10-12 hours ABA therapy per week

• Started with O.R.L. in June 2007

Assessment Results

Mullen Scale of Early Learning- October 2008
Age: 5 years 7 months

– Gross Motor: > 33 months 
– Visual Reception: 29 months
– Fine Motor: 47 months
– Receptive Language: 8 months
– Expressive Language: 10 months

Assessment Results

Psychoeducational Profile-3- October 2008
Age: 5 years 7 months

– Cognitive Verbal/Preverbal 31 months 
– Expressive Language <4 months
– Receptive Language 47 months
– Fine Motor 39 months
– Gross Motor 38 months
– Visual Motor Imitation 34 months
– Communication 16 months
– Motor 37 months

Program

• Functional Communication
– Picture Symbols
– Augmentative Communication Training

• Receptive Language
– Matching
– Identification of pictures

• Play Skills
• Vocal Imitation 
• Safety Skills

Task: Non-Identical Picture 
Matching

Critical Features
– Range of critical features of items (narrow to broad)

• Salient quality of item
– Range of shared features across items (few to many)
– Field size
– Timing interval
– Schedule of reinforcement

Variable Features
– placement of pictures
– Rotation of pictures



Tried to broaden
the range

of features of
each item-

he was not ready

Successful!

Examples: Slice 1
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Shared features
across items!

Many shared features!

actions

Task: Picture Identification

Critical Features
– Range of critical features of items (narrow to broad)

• Salient quality of item
– Range of shared features across items (few to many)
– Field size
– Timing interval
– Schedule of reinforcement

Variable Features
– placement of pictures
– Rotation of pictures



Examples

Future Research Questions

• When will we be able to increase the range of
critical features of each item?

• When will we be able to increase the range of 
shared features of all items within each slice?

• Can we use this sequence or a similar sequence to
establish other early language skills?
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