A Taxonomy of Verbal Behavior

All Verbal Behavior (VB)

VB under the control
of setting events
(SB)

Mands (BFS)
- operant specifies it
reinforcer
- controlled by
conditions of deprivation
or aversive stimulation
- Establishing
Operations increase
probability

Superstitious
Mands
- established
through
adventitious
reinforcement

VB under the control of
verbal stimuli (BFS)

Duplic

(M)
- stimulus & response
within same medium
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Magical
Mands

- impossible to
reinforce

Echoic Transcription Mimetic
(BFS) (BFS) (EAV)
- stimulus = Copy Text (M) - stimulus =
vocal, Identigraphic gestural,
response = (EAV) response =
vocal - stimulus = written, gestural
response = written

BFS = B.F. Skinner
SB = Sidney Bijou
JM = Jack Michael
EAV = E.A. Vargas

Codic (JM)
- stimulus & response in
different media
- no point-to-point
correspondence
between form of the
stimulus & response
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Sequelic (EAV)

- stimulus & response may
be in same or different
media
- form of the response
resembles neither the form
nor the order of the
stimulus

VB under the control of
the physical
environment(BFS)

Tact (BFS)
- controlled by features of
environment & maintained by
generalized reinforcement

Textual (BFS) | | Take Dictation

- stimulus = (BFS)
written, - stimulus =
response = vocal, response
vocal = written

Generic Tact Extension
response to all critical stimulus
features

Metaphorical Tact Extension
response to some critical stimulus
features

Metanymical Tact Extension
response to noncritical but present
— stimulus features
Solecistic Tact Extension
response to irrelevant stimulus
features

Nomination
creation of proper nouns




